We need to look back if we are to plan for the future. The last century has seen many dramatic discoveries but also many changes in the way tropical health is There are persistent and intractable problems of war, marginalization, forced migration, and above all, poverty. Also there are opportunities, both at the molecular level with the coming of complete genome sequences and also at the global level with improved ability to predict climatic changes in both the short and longer run, together with ability to handle the spatial aspects of epidemiology and to intervene successfully in life-threatening illness. The simpler problems are being solved:
we now need to make a better job of the complex ones that require multidisciplinary action.
